
	
	
Kerr Smith  
Manager of Co-operative Community Engagement Gay Lea Foods Co-operative Ltd., and 
Illustrator/Graphic Designer 
 
Credentials:  
 

• Winner of the 2019 Provincial “Co-operative Spirit Award” for his contributions 
to the co-operative sector. 

• Creator of presentation: "From Beards to Eternity: Our Co-operative History" 
which was the Grand Prize Winner in the 2013 North American CCA 
Communications Contest for “Best Presentation." 

• Creator of the All 4 Each Education Project - awarded 1st place for 
Mobilization/Involvement at the 2014 International Summit of Co-operatives. 

• Winner of the 2012 William Hlushko Award for Outstanding Young Co-operative 
Educator. 

• Illustrator/Co-author of children’s book series called Co-operNation. 
 

 
Biography: 
 
Prior to joining Gay Lea Foods Co-operative in 2016, Kerr entered the co-op sector in 
2010 working with the Ontario Co-operative Association. In his role as Education 
Manager, Kerr created and illustrated the “All 4 Each” Co-operative Education Outreach 
Program - which won the award for Mobilization & Involvement at the 2014 
International Summit of Co-operatives. He also received the 2012 ACE William Hlushko 
Award for Young Co-operative Educators, and in 2013 his workshop entitled “From 
Beards to Eternity: Our Co-operative History” was awarded “Best Presentation” by the 
Co-operative Communicator’s Association. 
 
In his current consulting role, Kerr is focused on Gay Lea Foods’ engagement with the 
co-operative community, supporting and building strong relationships with fellow co-
ops, while also implementing the vision of creating a collaborative, year-round Co-
operative Education Centre (CEC) for our sector at the 98-acre Gay Lea Dairy Museum 
property located in Aylmer, Ontario. 



 
Prior to joining OCA, Kerr worked for the Peel District School Board as an elementary 
teacher, while also creating and selling two animated children’s television shows.  
 
www.kerrsmithcreations.com 
www.visitcoopernation.com 
 
Contact: 
ksmith@gayleafoods.com 
kerr.sam.smith@gmail.com 
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