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The Co-operative Sector and Provincial Electoral Candidates

During the 2011 Ontario General Election all of the MPP candidates from the four major parties were invited to participate in a co-operative sector pre-election survey. The purpose of this survey was for the Ontario Co-operative Association to gauge the familiarity candidates may or may not have about the           co-operative businesses in their riding, and to increase recognition and support for the co-operative model of business within government.  The following is a summary of the responses recorded. 
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Response Rate

There were a total of 69 respondents. While the response rate was similar amongst three of the four major parties, the largest response rate came from the Liberal party candidates with 34% of the respondents. The Green party comprised 32% of the respondents, NDP with 27% of respondents and Conservative party with 7% of respondents.    
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Co-op Familiarity 

When posed with the question “Are you familiar with the co-operatives in your riding?” approximately 82% of respondents were able to list a number of co-operative businesses in their riding while 8% admitted to having knowledge of co-ops without providing any examples. 10% of respondents either admitted to being unfamiliar with co-operatives or listed non-co-operative corporations (Money Mart, Western Union) as co-operatives!     
Co-op Support

When asked about support for the co-operative sector, 100% of respondents stated that they would commit to actively supporting the co-operatives in their community if elected. More specifically, 93% of respondents would like to meet at their Queens Park Office to discuss the benefits of a public                        co-operative partnership, 94% would like to visit co-ops in their riding and 96% would be interested in meeting at their constituency office to discuss our mutual goals and how to achieve them.
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When asked whether they would favour greater collaboration with the co-op sector in general, approximately 90% of respondents indicated that this would be favourable while only 10% indicated that they were unsure and would like to learn more about co-ops. 
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Additional Comments

When asked to provide additional feedback, all of the Liberal candidates provided us with the following comment:

“Ontario Liberals have a long history of supporting Ontario co-operatives.  We have worked hard to strengthen our relationship with the co-operative community by appointing a co-operative member to the Small Business Agency of Ontario, and hosting a recent Open for Business round table which focused on the not-for-profit sector.    This summer we recognized the United Nations declaration of 2012 as the International Year of the Co-operative in Ontario.    We recognize the importance of co-operative housing providers in presenting affordable housing to Ontarians.  We know that reforming the eviction process for co-operative housing is a top priority for this sector.  We are committed to introducing legislation modeled on a private member’s bill sponsored by Liberal MPP Donna Cansfield (Bill 198) that would address this issue.    I understand that your members recently had the opportunity to meet with many members of the Ontario Liberal team in order to brief them on the value that Ontario co-operatives bring to our economy. We are eager to continue working with you and your members as we move Ontario forward together. “
Similarly, most of the green party candidates provided us with the following comment:

“Co-ops provide stable long term housing at more affordable rents than private rental units, and the Green Party is committed to seeing more housing created that people can afford. Co-ops are also member driven and respond well to local input from the membership so their housing priorities are addressed. The Green Party supports strong community based solutions and co-ops allow for strong bonds to form within the community”
