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2011 Ontario General Election and the Co-op Sector

The 2011 Ontario General Election provided one of the closest races the province has seen in decades.  Dalton McGuinty’s Liberal party returned with 53 seats- just one seat shy of a majority! Tim Hudak and his Conservative party are once more the official opposition with 37 seats and the NDP returns as the third party with 17 elected MPPs. It should be noted that election results remain unofficial until the Chief Electoral Officer certifies the result in each riding individually.

During this election, On Co-op has been working hard to encourage the Ontario government to help create a more supportive environment for the development of co-operatives. In addition to the plethora of educational materials, advocacy tools and constituency meetings we set up with MPPs and co-op advocates, we also developed a survey that was distributed to all of the MPP candidates to find out where they stood on key issues and what they are willing to do to support the co-operatives in their riding. To view a summary report of the results, please click here!
Since the changing of parliament also means the departure of others, the Ontario Co-operative Association would like to extend a fond farewell to a number of MPPs that have shown a great deal of support to the co-operative sector over the years, such as the Honourable John Wilkinson, Maria Van Bommel, Carol Mitchell, Jean-Marc Lalonde and former Minister of Economic Development and Trade Sandra Pupatello. 
The Ontario Co-operative Association would also like to welcome the following 31 newly elected MPPs to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario. (The MPPs marked with an asterisks, have already shown a willingness to work with the co-operative sector by participating in our pre-election Survey).  If they are representing your riding, feel free to stop in and give them an introduction to the co-operative sector and tell them about the importance of co-ops in their community. Better yet, invite them on a guided tour of your co-op! A great way to introduce your co-op is to send your MPP a congratulatory letter. You can also use our new online Co-op Advocacy Centre to access resources and ideas on how you can make your MPP more familiar with the co-ops in their riding…   
Newly Elected MPPs

	Liberal
	Riding

	Michael Coteau*
	Don Valley East

	Grant Crack
	Glengarry-Prescott-Russell

	Dipika Damerla*
	Mississauga East-Cooksville

	Tracy MacCharles
	Pickering-Scarborough East

	Soo Wong
	Scarborough-Agincourt

	Teresa Piruzza
	Windsor West


	Conservative
	Riding

	Rod Jackson
	Barrie

	Bill Walker
	Bruce - Grey - Owen Sound

	Jane McKenna
	Burlington

	Rob Leone
	Cambridge

	Jack MacLaren
	Carleton-Mississippi Mills

	Rob Nicholls
	Chatham-Kent-Essex

	Jeff Yurek
	Elgin-Middlesex-London

	Laurie Scott
	Haliburton - Kawartha Lakes - Brock

	Lisa Thompson
	Huron - Bruce

	Michael Harris
	Kitchener - Conestoga

	Monte McNaughton
	Lambton - Kent - Middlesex

	Vic Fedeli
	Nippising

	Rob Milligan
	Northumberland - Quinte West

	Pettapiece Randy
	Perth - Wellington

	Todd Smith
	Prince Edward - Hastings

	Jim McDonell
	Stormont-Dundas-South Glengarry


	NDP
	Riding

	Michael Mantha*
	Algoma - Manitoulin

	Jagmeet Singh
	Bramalea - Gore - Malton

	Jonah Schein
	Davenport

	Taras Natyshak
	Essex

	Taylor Monique
	Hamilton Mountain

	Sarah Campbell
	Kenora - Rainy River

	Teresa Armstrong
	London - Fanshawe

	John Vanthof
	Timiskaming - Cochrane

	Cindy Forster
	Welland


