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Why buy from a co-op? 

Happy holidays from On Co
-op! 

This guide will help you find fantastic gifts from co
-ops 

in 
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 a 
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at 

way
 to
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art

 yo
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holiday shopping in the co
-operative spirit! 
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For co-operatives, doing business isnôt just about making money. Itôs about 
keeping communities healthy, and keeping our work ethical and sustainable. 

Itôs a different wayða better wayðof doing business. 



 
   

 
CoCoCo---op Leadershipop Leadershipop Leadership   

IncreasingIncreasingIncreasing   

 

The second year of the 
Co-operative Management  
Certificate Program is off and  
running at the Schulich School of  
Business. The CMC Program uses a 
combination of online and classroom 
education to improve co-op manage-
ment knowledge and skills.  
 

For more information, and for more 
co-op news, visit ontario.coop. 
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These co-ops can help you spread holiday cheer. GiftsGiftsGifts    

For those people with a healthy dose of wanderlust, 

Mountain Equipment Còop is a great source of gifts. 

Formed in 1971 by a group of climbers who wanted ac-

cess to better gear, MEC continues to be driven by a de-

sire to provide its members with the best outdoor equip-

ment available. Shop online, or visit one of their four 

Ontario locations. 
mec.ca 

While the Garden Centre Group  Co-op is not a retail store in  itself, it helps garden centres  across Canada get access to  great greenery, decorations and garden tools. Through its  members you can find gifts  for the green thumb on your  list (or for the not-so-green thumb, who needs a 
replacement for that dead ficus in the office). 
Check out their member listings to find a garden 
centre in your area. 

gardencentregroup.com 

For the Artistically Inclined 
Artist and gallery co-operatives provide 

venues for local artists to display and sell their 
wares; for shoppers, they provide the opportu-

nity to see the work of dozens of great 
artists in one place or on one website. 

 

Located in Hamilton, the AllSorts 

Gallery Co-operative has everything 

from sculptures to handbags. Visit 

the gallery or shop online using the 

artistsõ own websites. 
 

allsortsgallery.com 

 

The Owen Sound Artistsõ Co-op 

provides fine local arts from the 

Owen Sound area.  
 

osartistsco-op.com 

 

Further north, in Deep 

River, the Valley Artisansõ 

Co-op has a selection of fine 

art and fine crafts from local 

artists. 
 

valleyartisans.com 

http://www.ontario.coop
http://www.mec.ca
http://www.gardencentregroup.com
http://allsortsgallery.com/
http://www.osartistsco-op.com/
http://www.valleyartisans.com/


These co-ops can keep you supplied with holiday goodies. FoodFoodFood    

Common Ground is a non-profit 

co-operative promoting self-

employment initiatives for people with 

developmental disabilities. They  

empower their workers, challenge stereotypes and, 

while th
eyõre at

 it, mak
e truly 

deliciou
s food.

 

 
Their Lemon & Allspice Cookery 

can provide catering, or gifts like 

their fantastic cookie baskets. For 

smaller gatherings, the Coffee Shed 

serves the same great food in a café 

setting. 
 

 commongroundco-op.ca 

The Ontario Natural Food 

Co-op is a natural, organic and 

local food distributor that 

serves vendors and retailers 

across Ontario. They distribute 

thousands of natural food 

products, giving you an amazing  

selec
tion 

for g
ifts 

or pa
rties

. The
yõve 

even launched their own line of  

Ontario Natural products, featuring 

locally, organically-grown products  

intended to be sold close to home. Use 

their store locator to find a retailer in 

your area. 

 
onfc.ca   

 
TheTheThe   

CoCoCo---op Petitionop Petitionop Petition   
On Co-op has developed a 
petition asking the Ontario  
government to create an environment 
that encourages the development of 
co-operatives. Weôve already  
gathered almost 2000 signatures, but 
with over 16,000 people working in 
the Ontario co-op sector and a com-
bined membership of well over a mil-
lion, we think we can gather a few 
more.  
 

You can get your own copy of the 
petition at ontario.coop. 
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Ethical Eating 
With their concern for community and social  

justice, co-ops are at the forefront of food  
movements like fair trade and local food. 

 
Welcome to the joyful food 
revolution! With their Camino 
line, La Siembra is dedicated 
to creating delicious products 
through organic, fair-trade 

methods that are healthier for the consumer, the 
producers and the planet. Delicious, ethical choco-
late? Viva la revolución! 
 

lasiembra.com 
 
Looking for something more local? 
The Eat Local Sudbury Co-op  
connects eaters with farmers,  
promoting local food in the  
Sudbury area. Visit their co-op  
grocery store, or go online to buy 
gift certificates and to find local food connections in 
your area. 

 
eatlocalsudbury.com 

http://commongroundco-op.ca/
http://www.onfc.ca/
http://www.ontario.coop
http://www.lasiembra.com
http://www.eatlocalsudbury.com


To find more great co-ops, and 
more great gifts, try our eDirectory at 
ontario.coop/find_a_coop. 
 
May you and your loved ones have a 
wonderful holiday season. 

Ontario Co-operative Association 
450 Speedvale Avenue W., Suite 101 

Guelph, ON 
N1H 7Y6 

 
Telephone: 519.763.8271 

Fax: 519.763.7239 
Toll Free: 1.888.745.5521 

www.ontario.coop  

Experiences make great gifts too. These co-ops can provide. ServicesServicesServices    

Ready for a change? The Sky Dragon Centre in Hamilton facilitates changeðfor you, your community, and the world. Their community centre offers a huge  variety of options. Want to take in a concert? They 
hold them regularly. Looking for an organic 
farmerôs market? They host those too. How about a 

Zumba class? If you have an hour on Sunday, 
theyôve got a class for you. Wellness, artistry, activ-

ismðSky Dragon can provide the change youôre 

looking for. 
 

skydragon.org 

It may be hard to remember, 

but in the warmer months 

Canada has some of the 

world
õs mo

st sp
ectac

ular 
wa-

terways. If you know  

someone with a taste for the 

outdoors, Paddler Co-op can 

get them out on the water. 

For over twelve years they 

have provided high quality 

outdoor programs for new 

and experienced paddlers of 

all ages. On top of their lessons and excursions, Paddler 

Co-op provides camping and even sells gear. Gift  

certificates are available. 

 paddlerco-op.com 

Happy Travels 
Visiting family and friends often entails a lot of travel. 
Taxi and carshare co-ops can help make sure that you 

travel ecologically and arrive safely. 
 

Planning any airline travel this  
holiday? How about cutting loose at a 
few holiday parties? If youõre in the 
Toronto area, Co-op Cabs can make 
sure you get where youõre goingñand 

get home againñquickly and safely. 
 

co-opcabs.com 
 

Grand River and Hamilton Car-
Shares provide their members a 
lower-cost, lower-pollution trans-
portation alternative. Members 
book vehicles during travel times, 
and return those vehicles to fleets throughout the  
Waterloo and Hamilton areas when no longer needed. 
It allows flexibility, and reduces the number of cars on 
the road. 
 

grandrivercarshare.ca 

Visions of Sugarplums 
 
Know someone who likes to cut  
a rug? The Woodstock  
Co-operative Dance School offers  
lessons for dancers from age 3 up.  
Their variety of styles, from ballet to  
hip hop, mean that you can get active and 
get moving in whatever way you want. 
 

dancewoodstock.com 

http://www.ontario.coop/find_a_coop
http://www.ontario.coop
http://www.skydragon.org
http://www.paddlerco-op.com/

